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Your support helps Arts at the Palace cultivate the
arts and culture in our community.

Arts at the Palace is Hamilton’s hub for artistic activities—from musical

performances to play productions to a summer youth theater camp and more. We

offer a welcoming downtown space to gather for meaningful arts experiences,

community happenings, and private events. 

 

Our 2020 fiscal year was extremely challenging due to the COVID-19 pandemic. But

many generous and talented people contributed their artistry, expertise, time, and

support to help us present the arts in new ways. We could not have done it without

you! 

 

Even though we remain among the only industries in New York still unable to open

our doors, we will continue to find innovative ways to support artists and be of

service to the local community through the arts. We are excited and optimistic for

the future—thank you for believing in us!

 

-- Elizabeth Douglas, Executive Director

Arts at the Palace

Over 4,000 people
participated in or viewed
Arts at the Palace's 2020

programs, created by over
50 artists, scholars, and
technical professionals.
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JAZZ AT NOON
Three live performances took place early in the year,
featuring Central New York artists Joey Arcuri, Steve
Brown, Joe Carello, Glenn Cashman, Tyler Henderson,
Jimmy Johns, Dino Losito, Dianne Adams McDowell, Jim
McDowell, Paul Merrill, Rich Mollin, Mark Shiner and Dave
Solazzo. In  December, we launched Jazz at Noon
Originals, a video series of original compositions
performed by some of these fabulous artists and others.
Made possible by a grant from the Central New York
Community Foundation.
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FROM SCRIPT TO STAGE
Our 2020 playwright-in-residence Donna Hoke developed
her beautiful play Hearts of Stone as a virtual production
and community engagement program in partnership with
Women’s Theater Festival in Raleigh, NC. We thank Kyle
Bass for serving as artistic advisor for the program. Made
possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with
the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New
York State Legislature and by a grant from the Central
New York Community Foundation.

Jamil Jude, Colgate '09

Jim McDowell

ARTS TOGETHER | HAMILTON

CONVERSATIONS
Streaming Shakespeare, reading a play script, watching a
film, or experiencing a virtual landscape, we enjoyed
monthly arts experiences together online with artists and
scholars such as Jamil Jude, Kenny Leon, Margaret
Maurer, Robert Hupp, Aida Khalil, Leigh Yardley, Kyle Bass,
Sayward Schoonmaker, and Fox Whitney. Made possible
by a grant from the Central New York Community
Foundation.



Sadly, we had to cancel our Summer Youth Theater
Camp this year, but our Youth Theater Educator Gwyneth
Davies created two spectacular free online workshops
for young writer and actors. Sponsored by NBT Bank.

WRITING THE 10-MINUTE PLAY
and TEEN MONOLOGUE
WORKSHOP 

2020 CLASSES

Local legend Ed Vollmer created two 5-part free online
video series for beginning instrumentalists, and we
received a gift of 15 guitars to lend out free of charge to
community members. Made possible by a grant from the
Central New York Community Foundation.

LEARN TO PLAY UKULELE and
LEARN TO PLAY GUITAR 

In her free online video series, professional musician and
educator Meena Nair Conant offered singers of all ages
the chance to experience vocal coaching, from warm-ups
to nuanced phrasing. Made possible by a grant from the
Central New York Community Foundation.

BASICS OF VOCAL TRAINING

Taylor McDowell presented an overview of bucket
drumming in his creative 5-part free video series
appreciated by audiences of all ages. Made possible by a
grant from the Central New York Community Foundation.

STREET DRUMMING

--Donna Moren, Hamilton Central School teacher,
Masquers drama club advisor, and area theater director

I love the Palace! It is a special and
important part of the community…
Teachers have enjoyed field trips to
see productions brought to the
Palace especially for younger
students. Many students would
never get to see live theater if not
for the programming at the Palace!
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2020 COLGATE STUDENT
COLLABORATIONS
Upstate Institute Summer Field Scholar Maddy Hettler ’23 worked with us
remotely this summer on a cultural mapping project to help identify local artists
in our area. We will be using this data to plan a walkable arts and entertainment
district project in downtown Hamilton, a reimagining of the Hamilton Summer
Arts Festival project for which we received grant funding but were unable to
pursue due to the pandemic. Maddy joined us in September 2019 as our
Community-Based Work Study student through the Upstate Institute and Max
Shacknai Center for Outreach, Volunteerism and Education (COVE) at Colgate
University.

Lily Barna '23, Adanya Jeudy '23, Maya Souvignier '23, and AATP board member
Reed Cleland ‘22 proposed the creation of an AATP Student Advisory Board as
part of the Emerging Global Challenges class taught by Prof. Karen Harpp. The
board will advise on programming specifically designed for student needs and
interests and how best to connect with Colgate student audiences through
Instagram and The Colgate Maroon-News. 

The Parking Lot Pollinator Garden project is part of our new arts and ecology
Initiative. Colgate senior Cassie Ferrante ’21 joined naturalist Morgan Elmore and
muralist Tim Rand to plan the creation of a native planting and outdoor art space
adjacent to the Palace Theater, scheduled for installation in 2021. Made possible
by a grant from the Central New York Community Foundation.



Although we received nearly $10,000 in financial relief from the federal Payroll Protection Program,
the pandemic required us to revise our 2020 budget drastically, as our earned revenue sources have
been cut off since March (ticket sales, concessions, advertising, and rentals). We elected not to fill
our part-time assistant position, we reduced operating expenses as much as possible, and our grant
funders allowed us to revise programs and reallocate funds. Our 2020 audited financial statements
will be available in Spring 2021. For copies of our 2019 financials, please email
director@artsatthepalace.org.

FINANCIAL



Colgate University

Hamilton Initiative

NBT Bank

2020 PATRONS
Angel
Adger Williams
Benefactor
David Craine
Supporters
Deb and Steve Barker
Roger and Sue Bauman
Phyllis and Daryl Forsythe Foundation
Barbara Hobbie and Richard Mancke
The Jacob and Minnie Kliman Foundation
S. April Sweeney
Donors
Ruth Berry
Wanda Warren Berry
Joanne and Tim Borfitz
Thomas Brackett
Brooks and Becca Cato
Ray and Elizabeth Douglas
Debbie and Andy Forstenzer
Lucy Tower Funke
Janet Little
Margaret Maurer
David and Beverly McKay
Jane Pinchin

We acknowledge with deep gratitude the following individuals and organizations for their
support in 2020:

THANK YOU

M A J O R  S P O N S O R S F U N D I N G  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

Central New York Community Foundation

Hamilton Community Chest

The Mid-York Foundation

New York State Council on the Arts with the
support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the
New York State Legislature

Robert and Marcelle Tyburski
Art and Shirley Zimmer
Contributors
John and Barbara Bowen
Kathleen and Lucien Catania
Richard Cohen
Margaret Currier
Margaret and Peter Darby
Everett and Wynn Eggington
Krista Ingram and Alan Filipowicz
Frank—McArn Family
Mary Galvez
Patty and John Grossmann
Bart J. Haggerty
David and Susan Hopper
Emily Hutton-Hughes
Carol Iannitti
Harry and Donna Jarcho
Emily Johnson and Vijay Ramachandran
Clara and David Lantz
Linda and Jim Leach
Kyle LoConti
RuthAnn Loveless
Tim Mansfield



2020 PATRONS
Amy Swanson
S. April Sweeney
2020 Gala Sponsors
Colgate Inn
Hamilton Inn
Chartwells
David Craine of NBT Insurance
D’Arcangelo & Co., LLP
M&M Press
M. Burton Marshall
Under Armour
2020 Gala Committee
Debra Forstenzer, Chair
Debra Barker
Mary Galvez
Sean Nevison
Leslie Pasco
Andrew Powrie
Kendra Young
2019-2020 Program Book Advertisers
Arts at the Palace Founding Board
Members
Devan R. Berry, DDS
Burgess & Tedesco Funeral Homes
Center Stage Pianos
Chartwells
Colgate Bookstore
Colgate Inn
Colgate University
Community Memorial Hospital
Earlville Opera House
Evergreen Gallery & Gifts
FoJo Beans
Gilligan’s Ice Cream
Susie Gustafson Real Estate
Hamilton Initiative
Hamilton Movie Theatre
M&M Press
Madison County Tourism
Maxwells
M. Burton Marshall
McCredy Motors
Michael’s Fine Food & Spirits
The Mid-York Press
NBT Bank
NBT Insurance Agency
Oliveri’s Pizzeria
Partnership for Community Development
Pennysaver
Ray Brothers BBQ
S and S TV & Appliances
Scrap Paper Social
Swank
Bill & Carolyn Todd
Turning Stone Resort Casino, LLC
Village Wine & Spirits
Bruce Ward, Architect A.I.A.
Wendt University Inn
Art Zimmer

Hannah McClennen
Matthew Miller
Ann Mohin
Jordan Kerber and Mary Moran
Charles R. and Susan E. Naef
Rose and John Novak
Jeff and Wendy Nugent
Shirley Reynolds
Daniel Schult
Michael Sciola
Mark and Rebecca Shiner
Lydia Slater
Amy Swanson
Colleen Tefft-Law
Bruce Ward and Sarah Ann Wider
Marcia and John Watt
Friends
Claire Baldwin
Ken and Karyn Belanger
Irene Brown
Angela Carrizosa
Tim and Mary Carson
Anna Foland
Anita Humer
Amy and Gary Hurta
Susan Belasco and Linck Johnson
Lorraine and J.C. Kaimal
Den Kelly Chevrolet Buick GMC, Inc.
Alicia and Peter Klepeis
Joseph and Kerry Koen
Marieke Kuiper
Duane and Sami Martinez
Dianne McDowell
Bruce Mosely
Diane H. Needham
Matthew and Kelly Norris
Chimebere Nwaoduh
Victoria Quesada
Sayward Schoonmaker
Lynn Staley
Bernadette Stephanowski-Casscles
Jay and Janice Swain
Bill and Carolyn Todd
Ferdinand von Muench
Jane Welsh
Friends of the 2020 Gala
Debbie and Steve Barker
Ruth Berry and Wanda Warren Berry in
support of the 2020 Gala Musicians
Joanne and Tim Borfitz
Kathleen and Lucien Catania
Krista Ingram and Allan Filipowicz
Carol Iannitti
Harry and Donna Jarcho
Linda and Jim Leach
RuthAnn Loveless
Tim Mansfield
Rose and John Novak
Jane Pinchin
Mark and Rebecca Shiner
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ARTS AT THE PALACE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Debra Barker, President

Tim Mansfield, Vice President

Joanne Borfitz, Treasurer

Harry Jarcho, Secretary

Ruth Berry

Kathleen Catania

Reed Cleland

David Craine

Debra Forstenzer

Jeffrey Nugent

April Sweeney

Art Zimmer

Arts at the Palace
19 Utica Street
Hamilton, NY 13346
artsatthepalace.org
315-824-1420
director@artsatthepalace.org

ARTS AT THE PALACE STAFF
Elizabeth Douglas, Executive Director

Luke Marshall, Technical Director

Lauren Marshall, Marketing Director

Gwyneth Davies, Youth Theater Educator


